THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

much larger attempts have been made by the enemy to carry an
army into Crete, and a convoy of 30 vessels was discerned this
morning by our forces, and was presumably attacked by them. My
information is not complete on that point. The convoy had turned
away towards the Islands of the Archipelago, and was being attacked
by our destroyers and light forces. I have not received any further
information as to what happened, except that there has been a great
deal of fighting during the day, with the enemy air forces attacking
our ships, and our forces attacking the convoy. I am sorry to say
that I have got no definite information as to the results, but I feel
they can hardly be other than satisfactory, in view of the naval
forces of which we dispose in the Mediterranean sphere.

It is a most strange and grim battle that is being fought. Our
side have no air, because they have no aerodromes, and not because
they have no aeroplanes, and the other side have very little or no
artillery or tanks. Neither side has any means of retreat. It is a
desperate, grim battle. I will certainly send the good wishes of
the House, and the encouragement and approval of the House, to
these men who are fighting what is undoubtedly a most important
battle which will affect the whole course of the campaign in the
Mediterranean.
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